
University of Maryland – College Park 
Coverage Comparison of University of Maryland – College Park Student Health Insurance Plan Compared to a 

typical International Travel Insurance Policy 

Criteria What does this mean? University of Maryland - 
College Park Student Health 
Insurance (SHIP) 

Standard Travel Insurance 
Coverage 

Overall Maximum 
(US Dollars $) 

Total dollars that a plan will 
pay in a year. 

Unlimited Many travel plans have a $100,000 
maximum, meaning they will not pay 
more than $100,000 for your care in 
a year.  If you have a severe illness 
and need to be in the hospital, the 
bill can be more than $100,000.  This 
typically includes Medical costs and 
costs for Emergency Evacuation and 
Repatriation  

Annual Plan year 
deductible 

Deductible = amount you must 
pay first before the insurance 
will cover any health care 
costs.  

$200 total for all care (for each 
person on the plan) 

$100 for each Injury or Sickness. 

Care Off-campus-
Inpatient & 
Outpatient Services 
(Including surgery, 
laboratory, 
X-Ray and test and 
procedures) 

Inpatient= hospital stay, 
Outpatient=doctor's office visit 

SHIP covers 80% of total bill, 
you only pay the remaining 
20% (called "co-insurance").       

Most travel plans require 100% 
payment up front with the possibility 
of only partial reimbursement 
afterwards. 

Care at the 
University Health 
Center 

Care that is delivered at the 
University Health Center on 
campus at UMD. 

100% covered, no cost to you. May not be entirely covered. 

Out-of-Pocket 
Maximum Preferred 
Provider 

This is the maximum amount 
that you would have to pay 
yourself in a year and includes 
deductible, co-insurance and 
co-payments. 

$1,500 is the most you will 
have to pay each year 

Usually no cap on how much you 
may have to pay. 

Prescription Drugs 
Covered 

Prescription medications are 
medications that you get at a 
pharmacy based on a 
prescription that is written by 
your doctor. 

You pay $15-$45, SHIP pays the 
rest. Prescriptions can often 
cost upwards of $1,000/month. 

Most travel plans require 100% 
payment up front with the possibility 
of only partial reimbursement 
afterwards. 

Mental Health & 
Substance Abuse 
Treatment 

Medical services for mental 
health and drug or alcohol use 
issues. 

If your doctor accepts SHIP, 
your treatment will be covered 
by SHIP in the same way as 
Care Off-campus. 

This kind of care is often excluded 
entirely from travel plans. 

Pre-existing 
Conditions 

If you have a medical problem 
before signing up for the plan, 
this is called a "pre-existing 
condition". 

SHIP covers pre-existing 
conditions. 

Travel plans may not cover pre-
existing conditions. 

Claims processing 
unit must be based in 
the U.S. 

This means that bills for your 
care are processed at a 
location in the US.  This often 
makes payment more reliable 
and decreases the chance that 
you would end up having to 
pay for care yourself. 

SHIP claims are processed in 
U.S. 

Claims may not be processed in the 
U.S. 



Coverage for services 
provided in College 
Park Area and 
outside of Maryland 
and outside the U.S. 
within a network 

A network is a group of 
physicians, hospitals and other 
providers that agree to provide 
medical services at pre-
negotiated prices and rates. 
The larger your insurance 
company's network, the more 
doctors and hospitals you can 
choose from. 

Yes Many doctors and hospitals will not 
accept these plans. 

Coverage Period   Coverage is provided during 
the period of your 
appointment in the University 
of Maryland – College Park for 
the 2017-2018 academic year. 

Coverage period can vary, selected 
by the student. 

Medical Emergency A medical emergency is a 
problem for which you might 
need to visit an emergency 
room, such as broken bones, 
severe chest pain, severe 
trouble breathing, etc. 

You pay $100, then SHIP covers 
80% of the rest of the costs. 

They may only pay you what is 
considered "Usual and Customary", 
which may be less than the actual 
cost of medication.  There may also 
be a deductible or co-pay.  

Medical Evacuation/ 
Repatriation 

Emergency departure from the 
United States to another 
country for medical reasons, or 
to fly your remains home in the 
case of death.  

Unlimited Included in Policy Maximums 
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